
                           
Please call (708) 358-5724 if you are unable to attend 

 
Get the latest Village news via e-mail. Just go to www.oak-park.us and click on the e-news icon to sign up. 

Also, follow us on facebook, twitter and YouTube. 
 

If you require assistance to participate in any Village program or activity, contact the ADA Coordinator at  
(708) 358-5430 or e-mail building@oak-park.us at least 48 hours before the scheduled activity. 
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VILLAGE OF OAK PARK
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2020 - 7:00 PM 
 
 A special meeting is being conducted remotely with live audio available and optional 
video.  The meeting will be streamed live and archived online for on-demand viewing at 
www.oak-park.us/commissiontv as well as cablecast on VOP-TV, which is available to 
Comcast subscribers on channel 6 and ATT Uverse subscribers on channel 99.  Remote 
meetings of Oak Park Citizen Commissions are authorized pursuant to Section 6 of 
Governor J.B. Pritzker's Executive Order 2020-07, with limitations. 
 
 Governor Pritzker's Executive Order allows for remote participation meetings by public 
bodies, but public bodies are "encouraged to postpone" meetings and should only hold 
meetings when "necessary".  Executive Order No. 2020-07 (COVID-19 Executive Order No. 
5) at Section 6.  The Illinois Attorney General issued "Guidance to Public Bodies" regarding 
the Governor's Executive Order on April 9, 2020.  In that guidance, the Attorney General 
states, "Where a public body does not have critical issues that must be addressed because 
time is of the essence, cancelling or postponing public meetings may be prudent during the 
COVID-19 outbreak, rather than holding meetings that could pose a risk of danger to the 
public."  Thus, the test as to whether to hold a meeting is an issue to be discussed is 
"critical" that must be addressed immediately. 
 
Public Comment 
 
 Oak Park Citizen Commissions welcome your statement to be read into the public 
record at a meeting.  Public statements of up to three minutes will be read into the record 
during Non-Agenda public comment or Agenda Item public comment, as an individual 
designates.  Statements will be provided to the Commission members in their entirety as a 
single document.  Please follow the instructions for submitting a statement provided below.  
Questions regarding public comment can be directed to (708) 358-5672 or email 
clerk@oak-park.us. 
 
 Non-Agenda public comment is a time set aside at the beginning of each Citizen 
Commission meeting for public statements about an issue or concern that is not on that 
meeting's agenda. 
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Please call (708) 358-5724 if you are unable to attend 

 
Get the latest Village news via e-mail. Just go to www.oak-park.us and click on the e-news icon to sign up. 

Also, follow us on facebook, twitter and YouTube. 
 

If you require assistance to participate in any Village program or activity, contact the ADA Coordinator at  
(708) 358-5430 or e-mail building@oak-park.us at least 48 hours before the scheduled activity. 

 Individuals are asked to email statements to transportation@oak-park.us to be received 
no later than 60 minutes (6:00 PM) prior to the start of the meeting.  If email is not an option, 
you can drop comments off in the Oak Park Payment Drop Box across from the entrance to 
Village Hall, 123 Madison Street, to be received no later than 5 PM on the day of the 
Commission meeting. 
 
 Agenda item public comment will be limited to 30 minutes with a limit of three minutes 
per statement.  If comment requests exceed 30 minutes, public comment will resume after 
the items listed under the agenda are complete. 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call To Order 
 
2. Non-Agenda Public Comment - Up To 15 Minutes 
 
3. Agenda Approval 
 
4. Approval of Draft Transportation Commission Meeting Minutes 
 

4.1  February 24, 2020 draft Transportation Commission meeting minutes 
 
5. A FIRST DISCUSSION ABOUT IMPLEMENTING SLOW STREETS ON RESIDENTIAL 

STREETS IN OAK PARK FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING 
 

5.1  Staff Agenda Item Commentary 
5.2  Background Information 
5.3  May 18, 2020 Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
5.4  Bike Walk Oak Park Proposal for Slow Streets 
5.5  Received Public Testimony 

 
6. Adjourn 
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DRAFT Meeting Minutes 
Transportation Commission 

Monday, February 24, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 
Room 101 – Village Hall 

 
1. Call to Order  
 
Ron Burke, committee chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Ron Burke ,Garth Katner, James Thompson, Robert Taylor, Aaron Stigger, 

Meghan Moses 
 
Absent:  Camille Fink  
 
Staff: Public Works Civil Engineer/Transportation Commission Staff Liaison Mike 
Koperniak, Recording Secretary Kevin Cassidy, Parking Restrictions Coordinator 
Jennifer Jones, DCS Director Tammi Grossman 
  
2. Non-Agenda Public Comment 

 
None 
 
3. Agenda Approval 
 
Unanimous 
 
4. Approval of Draft Transportation Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
Commissioner Thompson made a motion to approve the draft January27, 2020 meeting 
minutes as presented which was seconded by Commissioner Katner.  The motion was 
approved by a unanimous voice vote. 

 
5. VERBAL UPDATE TO TRANSPORTATION COMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION 

TO AMEND PARKING PILOT REGULATIONS 
 

 DCS Director Tammi Grossman, as acting Parking Manager, presented an 
update on Parking Services and the Parking Pilot Regulations 
 

o Search for Parking Manager will resume in a few months 
o Staff recommendations are being worked on 
o Parking restrictions have been removed in the 800 south block of 

Kenilworth 
o Parking restrictions implemented in the 500 south block of Kenilworth 

with one hour parking limit 
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o One hour parking regulation will be standard, replacing fifteen and 
thirty minute restrictions, 

 
 Commissioner Thompson called for a review of Parking Policy Evaluation 

 
o Director Grossman reviewed recent developments in implementation. 

The division experienced delay as Will Gillespie resigned as Parking 
Services Manager.  Implementation was placed on hold while John 
Youkhana worked as Interim Manager.  Further delay caused by the 
unexpected departure of another staff person.  Director Grossman has 
taken charge of the evaluations and surveys are being reviewed.  
Director Grossman expects to deliver a report to the Commission no 
later than the May meeting. An on-line pass request system is now on-
line in the pilot area. 
 

 Discussion was held regarding three hour parking restrictions in the pilot area. 
 Discussion was held regarding parking passes on Madison Street. 
 Discussion regarding the various parking needs of  residents of multi-unit 

buildings vs. the needs of residents in single family homes. 
 Discussion of the parking needs survey and how it will be managed. 
 Commissioner Thompson requested both enforcement of pilot regulations 

and accurate reporting of the enforcement results. 
 Discussion of an indicator of demand for passes and use of parking meters. 

 
6. PLAN TO PRIORITIZE 2020 TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE WORK PLAN 

ITEMS 
 
 

 Commissioner Thompson called for a Vision Statement for the Commission’s 
ongoing work. A discussion ensued calling for a unifying goal for the various 
committee  

 Commission will develop a Complete Streets Plan 
 Each Commissioner will prepare a report on what other communities are 

doing.  Each Commissioner will prepare one of the following 
o A Comprehensive Plan based on those implemented both in the City of 

Chicago and the City of Evanston 
o A Greenways Plan following Skokie and Madison, Wisconsin 

 Invite Bill McKenna to April meeting to present strategies to 
prioritize Greenways with the Streets Division 

o A Sustainability Plan based on River Forest and Brookfield 
 The Commission will have representatives at “A Day in our Village” event 
 Staff will invite Bike Walk Oak Park to present at the May Commission 

meeting. 
o Bike Plan presentations will be given at the April, May and/or June 

meetings 
 Discussion calling for a 5-year rolling Bike Plan 
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 Staff will assist with recommendations for developing the 
5-year plan. 
 

o Commission will make report on its recommendations in July 
 

 
7. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
 Permanently change the date of the Transportation Commission to the 

second Tuesday of the month from the current fourth Monday of the month. 
o Monday meetings can conflict with the needs of the Board of Trustees 

 First Tuesday meeting would be on April 14, 2020 
 Cancel the meeting presently set for Monday March 23, 2020 

o The 3/23 meeting would allow only 16 days between monthly 
meetings. 

 Commission discussed the recommendation 
 

 Motion to approve was made by Commissioner Stigger 
o Second by Commissioner Thompson 

 Unanimous vote in favor of moving meetings to the second Tuesday of each 
month. 

 
COMMISIONER MOSES MOVE TO ADJORN 
  Second by Commissioner Taylor 
 
Adjourn at 8:30 pm 
 
 
Kevin Cassidy 
Recording Secretary 
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V i l l a g e  O f  O a k  P a r k

T r a ns p or t a t i on  C om m i s s i o n  Ag e n d a  I t e m

u:\parking_traffic\p&t commission\2020 agendas\0620-1\5 - slow streets proposal\draft\0620-1-5.10 staff aic v2.docx

Item Title: A FIRST DISCUSSION ABOUT IMPLEMENTING SLOW STREETS ON 
RESIDENTIAL STREETS IN OAK PARK FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING

 
 
Review Date:  June 9, 2020       
 
 
Prepared By:  Michael Koperniak, Staff Liaison to the Transportation Commission 
 

Abstract  (briefly describe the item being reviewed):
 
At its May 18, 2020 meeting, the Village Board of Trustees elected to receive 
recommendations from the Oak Park Business Recovery Task Force and direct Staff to 
proceed with specific actions.  These recommendations are in response to the ongoing 
COVID-19 public health pandemic and its effect on the residents and businesses in Oak 
Park. 
 
Included in these recommendations are actions that would affect parking and traffic in 
the Village.  The Village Board discussed the recommendations and there was a 
majority consensus to refer parking and traffic related recommendations to the 
Transportation Commission. 
 
On May 27, 2020, the Bike Walk Oak Park (BWOP) group submitted a Slow Streets 
Proposal to the Transportation Commission that encompasses the entire Neighborhood 
Greenways Network system. 

Staff Recommendation(s):
 
1. Review the Village Board's meeting. 
2. Review the BWOP proposal in order to determine if and how it can be integrated (in 

part or in its entirety) on residential streets with what the Village Board is asking for. 
3. Discuss and possibly determine several pilot locations. 
4. Discuss providing adequate public notice and receiving public testimony. 
5. Discuss a timeline that includes at least one additional public meeting. 

Supporting Documentation Is Attached 
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MEMORANDUM 

u:\parking_traffic\p&t commission\2020 agendas\0620-1\5 - slow streets proposal\draft\0620-1-5.20 background information.docx 

 
 
Date: June 9, 2020 
 
To:  Transportation Commission 
 
From:   Mike Koperniak, Staff Liaison 

    Transportation Commission __MK______ 

 
Re: Background information for a first discussion about implementing Slow 

Streets on residential streets in Oak Park for social distancing 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 At its May 18, 2020 meeting, the Village Board of Trustees elected to receive 
recommendations from the Oak Park Business Recovery Task Force and direct Staff to 
proceed with specific actions.  These recommendations are in response to the ongoing 
COVID-19 public health pandemic and its effect on the residents and businesses in Oak 
Park. 
 
 Included in these recommendations are actions that would affect parking and traffic 
in the Village.  The Village Board discussed the recommendations and there was a 
majority consensus to refer residential street parking and traffic related 
recommendations to the Transportation Commission. 
 
 On May 27, 2020, the Bike Walk Oak Park (BWOP) group submitted a Slow Streets 
Proposal to the Transportation Commission.  This proposal encompasses the entire 
Neighborhood Greenways Network system. 
 
 An online version of the July 2015 Neighborhood Greenways System Study & Bike 
share Feasibility Study can be found at: 
 
https://www.oak-park.us/sites/default/files/public-works/2015-07-20-greenways-bike-
share-feasibility-study.pdf 
 
 Several goals for tonight's discussion only meeting include: 
 
• Review the Village Board's May 18th meeting minutes in order to ascertain what the 

Transportation Commission has been tasked with. 
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• Discuss how Village Staff can implement and enforce whatever actions the Village 

Board ultimately adopts given the current pandemic. 
 
• Review the BWOP proposal in order to determine if and how it can be integrated (in 

part or in its entirety) on residential streets with what the Village Board is asking for. 
 
• Discuss and possibly determine several pilot locations. 
 
• Discuss how best to provide public notification regarding the Commission's 

discussions to residents on affected and adjacent streets and how best to receive 
public comment. 

 
• Discuss a timeline that includes at least one additional public meeting to receive 

public testimony. 
 
 Exhibits for tonight's discussion only meeting include: 
 
5.3  A relevant extract from the May 18, 2020 Village Board meeting minutes. 
 
5.4  The BWOP Slow Streets proposal. 
 
5.5  Received emailed public comment. 
 
 The impetus for tonight's meeting is agenda item M (Motion MOT 20-028) entitled  
A Motion to Receive Recommendations from the Oak Park Business Recovery Task 
Force and Direct Staff to Proceed with Specific Actions as included in the Village 
Board's May 18, 2020 meeting agenda.  Exhibit 5.3 is an extract from the meeting 
minutes related to this agenda item. 
 
 The Village Board discussed the taskforce's recommendation regarding the 
Promenade Concept which entails closing off certain streets for bike and pedestrian 
only use to allow for socially distanced outdoor activities.  The meeting minutes seem to 
suggest that there was discussion on if the Promenade Concept should be limited to 
business areas or should it extend to residential areas outside of business districts. 
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 Tonight's meeting is to discuss how to develop and implement a Promenade 
Concept on residential streets in the Village, outside of the business districts. 
 
 In support of the Village Board's actions, the BWOP group has submitted a proposal 
(Exhibit 5.4) for implementing Slow Streets in Oak Park.  This proposal calls for 
residential streets that are only open to local traffic to enable cycling, walking, and other 
forms of outdoor exercise (but not congregation) while appropriately social distancing. 
 
 Following are several websites related to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Slow 
Streets concept.  You can find these and more by using the search terms:  covid slow 
streets. 
 
https://www.oaklandca.gov/projects/oakland-slow-streets 
 
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2020/04/slow-streets-oakland-car-free-roads-
pedestrians-covid-19/609961/ 
 
https://la.streetsblog.org/2020/05/01/l-a-announces-covid-slow-streets-pilot-then-
postpones-it-program-needs-focus-on-health-equity/ 
 
https://www.alamedaca.gov/ALERTS-COVID-19/Slow-Streets-Alameda 
 
https://www.sfmta.com/projects/slow-streets-program 
 
https://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/slow-streets-
coronavirus/Content?oid=79539950 
 
https://www.boston.gov/transportation/neighborhood-slow-streets 
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Proposal to the Village of Oak Park Transportation Commission: Slow Streets for Social Distancing 

May 2020 

At the urging of Bike Walk Oak Park (BWOP) and other community allies, the Board of Trustees has 

voted to re-open the Transportation Commission to enable them to implement Slow Streets in Oak Park, 

or streets that are only open to local traffic to enable cycling, walking, and other forms of outdoor 

exercise (but not congregation) while appropriately social distancing.  

In implementing Slow Streets, Oak Park would be joining cities around the country and world; some of 

their methods for ensuring safety have been included below.  

BWOP urges the Transportation Commission to consider designating all Village Greenways as Slow 

Streets until the Reopen Illinois Plan moves into Phase 5. This would create a network of streets that 

would allow people to travel across Oak Park on foot, bicycle or other non-mechanized transport safely, 

while social distancing.  

BWOP also supports the recommendations made by the Small Business Recovery Task Force regarding 

amendments to street space in commercial districts. In particular, we support expanding sidewalks via 

parklets or expanded sidewalks (please see below for illustrative images). 

The following pages contain: 

 A greenways map (Proposal 1), to indicate which streets will be designated as Slow Streets in 

BWOP’s preferred scheme; 

 A second greenways map (Proposal 2) with a subset of greenways designated in purple, to 

indicate a more modest option should Proposal 1 be untenable; 

 Images from other American cities that have implemented Slow Streets, to address questions 

about what a program might look like 

 Design criteria developed by Hammersley Architecture for a Slow Street program in Chicago, 

which can also be used to guide Oak Park’s Slow Streets program 

Slow Streets will be delineated in the following ways: 

 Temporary signage, similar to that used for block parties, will be set up across one lane of traffic 

with printed signed stating ‘Local Traffic Only’ (see attached images) 

 Traffic at cross streets will be unchanged 

 Local traffic (i.e. residents with driveways, deliveries/mail, etc.) will be permitted 

 Congregating on Slow Streets (i.e. block parties or social gatherings) will be discouraged 

 Slow Streets will provide paths to help residents meet every day needs and have been chosen 

because they link to commercial destinations 

 

Please contact the Bike Walk Oak Park Advocacy Team with any questions. We are available for any 

follow-up or clarifications you would like. Thank you for all that you do!  

 

Sincerely,  

Jenna Holzberg, jennajholzbeg@gmail.com 

Franny C Ritchie, franny.ritchie@gmail.com  
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Slow Streets in Action: 
Examples From Around the US

Nashville

Los Angeles

Oakland, CA

Greensboro, NC

San Francisco

San Francisco
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Parklets and Expanded Sidewalks for Social Distancing

National Association for City Transportation Officials London, UK parklet for social distancing

Sidewalk expansion/parklet, Dallas, TX

Leeds, UK sidewalk expansion

Sidewalk expandion, London, UK Sidewalk expandion, Auckland, NZ
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From: Jenna Holzberg
To: Koperniak, Mike
Cc: franny.ritchie@gmail.com; Ron Burke
Subject: Re: notice of June 9th Trans Com meeting to discuss Slow Streets proposal
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 4:36:04 PM

Hi Mike,

Thank you for these updates! If you are concerned about receiving adequate public testimony,
the meeting details can be posted online on various community Facebook pages, with explicit
instructions on how to issue a public comment. I agree that this is a proposal that will affect
the entire community so people should have a "heads-up" as to what is being discussed. I'll be
happy to post and share!

Thanks!
Jenna
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