
Please call (708) 358-5724 if you are unable to attend 
 

Get the latest Village news via e-mail. Just go to www.oak-park.us and click on the e-news icon to sign up. Also, follow us on facebook, twitter and YouTube. 
 

If you require assistance to participate in any Village program or activity, contact the ADA Coordinator at  
(708) 358-5430 or e-mail building@oak-park.us at least 48 hours before the scheduled activity. 
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VILLAGE OF OAK PARK
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2017 - 7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Non-agenda Public Comment - up to 15 minutes 
 
3. Agenda Approval 
 
4. Approval of Draft Transportation Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
 4.1 Draft September 25, 2017 Transportation Commission meeting minutes 
 
5. REVIEW THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TEMPORARY BUMP-OUTS ON BERKSHIRE STREET & 

GROVE AVENUE TRAFFIC 
 

5.1 Staff Agenda Item Commentary and Background Information 
5.2 Pages from Transportation Commission & Village Board Meetings Minutes Related to This Item 
5.3 Submitted Written Public Testimony 
5.4 Aerial View of the Intersection 
5.5 Sketch of the Traffic Controls in the Area 
5.6 Mann School Safe Walking Route to School Map 
5.7 Directional Speed and Volume Vehicle Data for the 800 & 830 Blocks of Berkshire Street and 
 the 900 & 1000 Blocks of Grove Avenue 
5.8 Pedestrian and Bicycle Volume Data 
5.9 Berkshire Street & Grove Avenue Collision Diagrams 
5.10 Letter to Area Residents 

 
6. OTHER ENCLOSURES 
 

OE1 Transportation Commission Meeting Calendar for Oct. through Dec. Of 2017 
 
7. Adjourn 
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DRAFT Meeting Minutes 
Transportation Commission 

Monday, September 25, 2017 
Council Chambers – Village Hall 

 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Chair Chalabian called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Present: Jack Chalabian, Kyle Eichenberger, James Thompson, Joel Schoenmeyer, 

Robert Taylor, Michael Stewart 
 
Excused: Roya Basirirad 
 
Staff: John Youkhana, Mike Koperniak, Mary Avinger, Allison Von Ebers  
 
Parking Consultant: Julie Dixon of Dixon Resources Unlimited   
  
There was no non-agenda public testimony. 
 
Approval of Tonight's Meeting Agenda 
 

Commissioner Eichenberger motioned to approve the agenda as presented and was 
seconded by Commissioner Schoenmeyer.  The motion was approved by a unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
Approval of the Draft August 28, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 
 Commissioner Stewart motioned to approve the draft August 28, 2017, 
Transportation Commission meeting minutes as modified and was seconded by 
Commissioner Thompson.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote 
 
Approval of the Draft September 11, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 

Commissioner Eichenberger motioned to approve the draft September 11, 2017, 
Transportation Commission meeting minutes as presented and was seconded by 
Commissioner Thompson.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
UPDATE AND ON-GOING DISCUSSION OF PARKING STUDY 
 
Parking Services Manager, John Youkhana began by informing the Commission about 
the Parking Department’s web pages on the Village website having updated information 
on Board Meetings and the forums that took place.  John also briefly spoke about future 
forums.     
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Chair Chalabian asked John why the study area stops at South Blvd instead of Lake 
Street when people park their vehicles in Downtown Oak Park and John responded 
about the concerns with doing the pilot program in the area but they should discuss it.  
Chair Chalabian thinks it should be moved to the north and stated the new garage 
opening in the near future will impact efforts south of South Blvd and staff should be 
more proactive.   
 
Julie Dixon of Dixon Resources Unlimited gave a power point presentation on the 2018 
Parking Pilot Area.  Ms. Dixon spoke about where she started with the pilot program 
and where they are now after feedback from Village staff.  She stated the new focus on 
the pilot program would now be South Boulevard to Madison Street and between 
Harlem and Oak Park Avenues.   
  
Ms. Dixon spoke about the key components to consider when addressing the issues 
including confusion of residents, employees and visitors, lack of turnover, inconsistent 
signage, enforcement challenges, commuters and employees parking in residential 
districts, and how police and residents favor the overnight parking ban. 
 
Commissioner Taylor asked about residents being in favor of the overnight parking ban 
and Julie Dixon and John Youkhana responded speaking about the overnight parking 
ban in reference to the pilot program and how there is no distinction between single 
family and multi-family permit spaces.  The pilot program will aim to differentiate 
residents in single family homes, multi-family buildings, and guests parking during the 
day or overnight.  
 
John Youkhana spoke about why three hour parking restrictions are being suggested in 
business areas and a discussion about three hour parking restrictions and how to 
manage it took place.  
 
Commissioner Eichenberger asked about people parking and using the phone app to 
pay and how they can potentially stay longer than the three hour restriction and Julie 
Dixon responded about enforcement and the use of license plate recognition software. 
 
A discussion on overnight visitor parking and vehicle registration stickers took place and 
John Youkhana advised the Commission he will research the history of Village of Oak 
Park vehicle stickers.   
 
Discussions by the Commission continued about finding loop holes in open parking, 
over purchasing permits, on-street versus off-street parking lots and using permits in 
these lots, odd/even parking year-round, license plate recognition, and enforcement. 
  
Julie Dixon continued the presentation speaking about the next steps for the pilot 
program including stakeholder engagement meetings in the neighborhoods, inventory of 
the parking spaces in the pilot area, developing a parking enforcement plan using 
license plate recognition in the pilot area, and following up with Public Works on street 
sweeping and leaf and snow removal hours.  
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Chair Chalabian stated that stakeholder meetings should be out in the neighborhoods 
and not at Village Hall.  Chair Chalabian said staff needs to design a plan and ask for 
feedback because it is more about listening to the stakeholders.   
 
Julie Dixon continued speaking about the next steps and explaining the pilot program 
with a possible short video and working with the Communications Department on how to 
get the message out at each meeting.  She also spoke about engaging the hospital, 
schools, and multi-family buildings in the discussions and developing a new brand and 
signage for the pilot.   
 
Julie stated the proposed schedule would be to complete the inventory in the next two 
weeks, potentially hold community stakeholder meetings on November 2, 3, and 4, and 
then present the proposed action plan to the Commission with staff’s comments on 
October 23rd, and recommend the action plan to the Village Board of Trustees at the 
November 27th meeting.   
 
John Youkhana began a discussion on possibly overturning the overnight parking ban 
by speaking about an alternative plan Transportation Engineer, Mike Koperniak created 
years ago and sent to the former Parking Director, Jill Velan.  Mike Koperniak gave a 
copy of his plan to each of the Commissioners and explained how his plan could 
achieve what the Village does now without the use permits.  John Youkhana asked the 
Commission for their thoughts on removing the overnight parking ban. 
 
Commissioner Schoenmeyer likes the idea of re-looking at the overnight parking ban 
and thinks they should start with the pilot program process to do it.  He stated he does 
like Mike Koperniak’s alternate plan and its flexibility.  
 
Commissioner Taylor stated he is not sure about getting rid of the overnight parking ban 
and explained his reasons why. 
 
Commissioner Eichenberger stated there has been decades of people getting special 
treatment and questioned who parking is for and who the Village is serving with open 
parking.  He thinks there’s an equity issue with renters versus homeowners.   
 
Commissioner Stewart stated neighboring communities have overnight parking bans 
and cars are always parked up.  Commissioner Stewart talked about his experience 
working at the Regional Housing Center and overnight parking getting better only 
recently with the Village.  He thinks getting rid of lots in the pilot area is not a good idea 
and asked about cost and length of pilot program study.   
 
Commissioner Thompson stated it is hard to develop a global solution for a small area.  
Julie Dixon responded why the area was chosen.   
 
Chair Chalabian spoke about how the Commission decided before to keep the overnight 
parking ban but the community is changing.  Chair Chalabian stated there are legitimate 
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concerns but the Village and Commission should possibly postpone looking at the 
overnight parking ban until 2019.  He spoke about how Mike Koperniak’s alternate plan 
was creative and it should be given a shot.   
 
Mike Stewart spoke about a presentation at a previous meeting by former Parking 
Director, Jill Velan where she outlined the pros and cons of the overnight parking ban 
and feels that it very well presented and thought out.   
 
A brief discussion about the length of the pilot study was had before the Commissioners 
were asked for their feedback on the on the pilot study. 
 
Commissioner Thompson stated overall he is positive about the pilot program but is 
concerned about when this goes out to residents because he had a little difficulty 
following the presentation.  He thinks it should be simplified how it’s presented to 
stakeholders.   
 
Commissioner Stewart stated the whole plan sounds confusing and questioned who 
wants to try it.  Commissioner Stewart also said the odd/even parking sounds confusing 
and that the Y2, Y3, Y4 areas are so unlike other areas of the Village.  He also went on 
to say that he thinks it is a waste of effort to propose overnight parking in front of single 
family homes.  Commissioner Stewart is okay with the three hour parking restrictions 
but concerned about guest passes and the 72 hour rule.  He asked about renters that 
travel and John Youkhana spoke about residential rates for garage parking which is 
currently available.   
 
Commissioner Eichenberger stated that he likes the pilot program and agrees with 
Commissioner Stewart and thinks people will say parking is still a mess and doesn’t 
understand changes.  He also questioned if the Commission has the stamina to make 
the necessary changes.  
 
Commissioner Taylor stated he heard a lot of good stuff and thinks the Commission 
should focus on the positives.  Commissioner Taylor generally thinks the pilot program 
makes things easier and likes the ideas presented and communication to the public is 
important. 
 
Commissioner Schoenmeyer stated he likes a lot of the ideas but is concerned with 
pricing and supply.  Commissioner Schoenmeyer doesn’t think parking permits should 
be subsidized and thinks parking spaces should possibly be auctioned off for off-street 
parking.  He thinks Oak Park talks about environmental sustainability and people will 
waste a lot of time looking for parking. 
 
Chair Chalabian spoke about the recommendations for the pilot program and that he 
likes slides one and two, and three if it doesn’t oversell spaces.  Chair Chalabian spoke 
about the three hour parking limits and how the idea came to be.  He thinks if they go 
with the three hour limits people should pay more to park there because those spaces 
are valuable.  Chair Chalabian spoke about how to restrictions could discourage people 
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if they get a ticket and questioned the cost of parking in downtown Oak Park.  He also 
reiterated that the pilot study north boundary line should be moved up and gave his 
reasons why.  Chair Chalabian also spoke more about slide three and went down each 
bullet point; agrees more spaces should be opened up for overnight parking to 
maximize utilization of shared parking, spoke about surge pricing, and spoke about 
odd/even parking.  Chair Chalabian spoke about engaging the community stakeholders 
about the pilot concepts on the Next Steps for Pilot slide and how there needs to be 
much more marketing and public participation.   
 
A discussion of the schedule for the November community stake holders meetings as 
well as about expanding the pilot area and the potential consequences took place.   
 
Commissioner Eichenberger motioned to adjourn the meeting and the motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Schoenmeyer.   
 
 The voice vote was unanimous to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM. 
 
Respectively submitted 
 

Mary Avinger 
Mary Avinger, 
Administrative Secretary 
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V i l l a g e  O f  O a k  P a r k  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  A g e n d a  I t e m  

   

Item Title: Review the Effectiveness of Temporary Bump-Outs on Berkshire Street & 
Grove Avenue Traffic 

 
Review Date:   October 9, 2017      
 
Prepared By:   Jill Juliano        
 

Abstract  (briefly describe the item being reviewed): 
 
 In 2016, the Village Board of Trustees tabled the petition for all-way STOP signs at the 
intersection of Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue.  The Board then directed staff to 
temporarily implement a traffic calming device for a period of time, collect traffic data and 
bring back for review and a decision. 
 
 At a subsequent Transportation Commission meeting, the Commission recommended 
the installation of bike-friendly bump-outs on Grove Avenue at the crosswalks north and 
south of Berkshire Street. 
 
 In 2017, the Village installed temporary bump-outs on Grove Avenue at Berkshire Street.  
Then the Village conducted an after implementation traffic study at the intersection.   
 
 At tonight’s meeting, the Commission will review the before and after traffic studies to 
determine the effectiveness of the temporary bump-outs as a calming measure on traffic at 
the intersection and make a recommendation to the Village Board. 

Staff Recommendation(s): 
 
Based on the mixed results of the after implementation traffic study, staff recommends:  

1.  Not to install permanent bump-outs on Grove Avenue at Berkshire Street; rather install 
north-south STOP signs on Grove Avenue at Berkshire Street (upgrade to all-way STOP 
signs at the intersection of Grove Avenue and Berkshire Street).  

Supporting Documentation Is Attached 
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Memorandum 

Date:  October 5, 2017 
 
To:   The Transportation Commission 

From:  Jill Juliano, Transportation Engineer  JJ 

Re: Background Information Related on the Review the Effectiveness of Temporary 
Bump-Outs on Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue Traffic 

 
Historical Timeline of Berkshire St and Grove Ave All-Way STOP Sign Petition  

1. May 10, 2016 – Petition received by the Village of Oak Park 

2. June 2, 2016 – Traffic study conducted at the Berkshire St & Grove Ave intersection 

3. August 22, 2016 – Transportation Commission reviewed the item. 

Commission recommendation: upgrade to all-way STOP signs at the intersection of 
Berkshire St & Grove Ave.  Staff recommendation to install traffic calming device on 
Grove Ave at Berkshire St. 

4. October 4, 2016 – Village Board of Trustees reviewed the item. 

Board tabled the petition, directed staff to implement temporary calming measure, 
collect data, and bring the item back for review of the effectiveness of the device. 

5. November 28, 2016 – Transportation Commission provided input on device to install.  

Commission recommendation: implement bump-outs. 

6. Spring 2017 – Temporary bump-outs installed on Grove Avenue. 

7. May 23-25, 2017 – Traffic study conducted at Berkshire St & Grove Ave intersection. 

 
See Exhibit 5.2 for copies of the Transportation Commission and Village Board meeting 

minutes related to this item.  See Exhibit 5.3 for copies of the written public testimony 
received by the Village for this item. 
 

See Exhibit 5.4 for a digital aerial photograph of the Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue 
intersection and the neighboring area. Exhibit 5.5 shows the traffic control devices on 
Berkshire Street between Belleforte and Linden Avenues as well as adjacent east-west 
streets, Division Street and Greenfield Street.  Exhibit 5.6 is the Safe Walking Route to 
School map for Mann School. 

 
Mann Elementary School is one block west and Field Park is two blocks west of the 

Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue intersection.  While Lindberg Park is two and a half 
blocks west and one block north of the Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue intersection.  As 
a result, many in the area that walk or bicycle to either park or the school may have occasion 
to travel through the Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue intersection. 
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Memorandum 

A seventy-two hour traffic volume count and speed study was conducted on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 23 through 25, 2017 for the 800 and 830 blocks of 
Berkshire Street and the 900 and 1000 blocks of North Grove Avenue.  A pedestrian and 
bicycle volume study for the hours of 7AM-9AM and 2PM-4PM occurred at the intersection  
on Thursday, May 25, 2017.  

 
Please see Exhibit 5.7 for a summary of the traffic studies results for both 2016 and 

2017.  Please see Exhibit 5.8 for a summary of the pedestrian, bicycle and vehicles volumes 
at the intersection for the four hours noted on Thursday, May 25, 2017 as well as the source 
data for all modes. 

 
Reviewing the 24-hour volumes on the 900 and 1000 blocks of Grove Avenue, the two-

way volumes range from 615 vehicles to 933 vehicles.  The volumes on these blocks fall 
below or within the 800 to 1,200 vehicle range for typical daily traffic on a residential block 
in the Village.  For the 800 and 830 blocks of Berkshire Street, the two-way volumes range 
from 1,175 and 1,379 vehicles.  The volume range on these blocks of Berkshire Street are 
at or above the upper limit of 1,200 vehicles.  The higher volumes on the 800 and 830 
blocks of Berkshire Street are expected due to their proximity an arterial street (Oak Park 
Avenue), a school (Mann School) and a park (Field Park). 
 

Regarding vehicular speeds, it is an accepted traffic engineering practice to set the 
speed limit to the 5 mile per hour (mph) increment above or below the 85th percentile 
speed.  Village Staff holds the opinion that the majority of drivers will drive at or near the 
posted speed limit.  In addition, it is an accepted fact that the speed indicated on 
speedometers can vary up to 2 percent above or below the actual speed of the vehicle. 

 
By definition, the 85th percentile speed is the speed at which 85 percent of the vehicles 

are traveling at or less than.  Conversely, 15 percent of the vehicles will be traveling faster 
than the 85th percentile speed.  It has already been stated that speed limits are typically set 
to the 5 mile per hour increment above or below the 85th percentile speed.  This implies 
that it is expected that approximately 15 percent of vehicles will be traveling faster than the 
speed limit, if the speed limit is the 5 mile per hour increment below the 85th percentile 
speed. 

 
Looking at the 85th percentile speeds for the 800 and 830 blocks of Berkshire Street, 

the directional speeds for the two blocks range between 23 mph and 26 mph per the 2016 
study results.  The 85th percentile range for the same blocks in the 2017 study ranged 
between 21 mph and 24 mph.  There was a decrease in 85th percentile speeds on these 
Berkshire Street blocks when comparing the 2016 data to the 2017 data.   

 
Looking at the 85th percentile speeds for the 900 and 1000 blocks of North Grove 

Avenue, the directional speeds for the two blocks range between 28 mph and 29 mph per 
the 2016 traffic study results.  The 85th percentile range for the same blocks in the 2017 
study ranged between 24 mph and 28 mph.  There was a significant decrease in 85th 
percentile speeds on the 900 block of Grove Avenue.  However there was not a similar 
decrease in 85th percentile speeds on the 1000 block of Grove Avenue.  It was anticipated 
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Memorandum 

with the implementation of the temporary bump-outs on Grove Avenue at Berkshire Street, 
vehicles would travel slower on both blocks of Grove Avenue.  This was not the case.  Only 
the 900 block of Grove Avenue had a decrease in the 85th percentile speed.  The 85th 
percentile speed on the 1000 block of Grove Avenue stayed essentially the same. 

 
While three of the four blocks in the 2017 traffic study had 85th percentile speeds that 

were at or below the expected 25 mph; the 85th percentile speed on the fourth block (1000 
block of Grove Avenue) remained above the target of 25 mph.  Based on the collected data 
in 2017, it appears there still may be a speeding issue on the 1000 block of North Grove 
Avenue. 
 

Next, the Village updated the 36 month collision diagram for the intersection of 
Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue for the period September 2014 through August 2017.  It 
was compared it to the previous collision diagram generated in 2016.  Please see Exhibit 
5.9 for both collision diagrams.   

 
The number of reported crashes that occurred at the Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue 

intersection for the thirty-six months ended June 30, 2016 totaled one.  This crash was a 
right angle collision.  According to the report, the brakes on the eastbound vehicle failed.  
There were no additional reported crashes in the subsequent 14 months ending on August 
31, 2017.  

 
The average daily traffic for the intersection as determined as part of the 2016 traffic 

study is 1,857 vehicles and for the 2017 traffic study is 2,033 vehicles.  From this data, the 
2016 and 2017 crash rates for the Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue intersection are 
calculated to be 0.492 Acc/MEV and 0.449 Acc/MEV.  Both crash rates (2016 & 2017) are 
lower than the critical crash as determined in the area-wide traffic study of 1998 (0.686 
Acc/MEV).  If an actual accident rate exceeds the critical crash rate then it is highly probable 
that the accidents were caused by factors other than chance.  There does not appear to be a 
problem with vehicle crashes at the Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue intersection. 
 

Based on the results of the 2017 traffic study, it appears there may still be a speeding 
issue on the 1000 block of Grove Avenue. As a result, Village Staff recommends not to 
install permanent bump-outs on Grove Avenue at Berkshire Street; rather install north-south 
STOP signs on Grove Avenue at Berkshire Street (upgrading the intersection of Berkshire 
Street and Grove Avenue from two-way STOP signs to all-way STOP signs). 
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APPROVED Meeting Minutes 
Transportation Commission 
Monday, August 22, 2016 

Council Chambers – Village Hall 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Chair Jack Chalabian called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Present: Jack Chalabian, Kyle Eichenberger, Michael Stewart, Mark Patzloff, Will 

Gillespie 
 
Excused: Joel Schoenmeyer, Craig Chesney 
 
Staff: Mike Koperniak, Jill Juliano, Mary Avinger, Byron Kutz 
 
There was no non-agenda public testimony. 
 
Approval of Tonight's Meeting Agenda 
 
Commissioner Gillespie motioned to approve the agenda as presented and was 
seconded by Commissioner Patzloff.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Approval of the Draft June 27, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
The Commission requested that page four of the draft minutes be modified to clarify that 
the numbers in paragraph six were related to scoring public interest. 
 
Commissioner Stewart motioned to approve the draft June 27, 2016, Transportation 
Commission meeting minutes as modified and was seconded by Commissioner 
Patzloff.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
PETITION FOR ALL-WAY STOP SIGNS AT GROVE AND BERKSHIRE 
 
Jill Juliano gave a presentation on the petition the Village received for all-way stop signs 
at Grove and Berkshire which included an overview of the petition and the reasons for 
submitting.  The presentation included maps and outlining other traffic controls in the 
area including stop signs and where crossing guards are posted during arrival and 
dismissal times for Mann school.  Jill spoke about the traffic study done on June 2nd this 
year to check the average speeds over a 24 hour period. 
 
Commissioner Stewart asked if area was in a school speed zone and Jill responded no 
it wasn’t.   
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Chair Chalabian asked about how people walk to Mann school and thinks people are 
walking down Berkshire to Kenilworth.  He questioned Jill Juliano about why the Village 
is recommending not putting up stop signs.  Jill responded that stop signs will not slow 
down speeds and they will have issues with people speeding between intersections with 
consecutive stop signs and not fully stopping.   
 
Chair Chalabian spoke about the safe walk to school routes and feels they are 
ineffective and should be reviewed because routes are not convenient and spoke about 
the Thomas and Lombard intersection.  Chair Chalabian thinks the routes for Mann 
school should be reviewed and supports all-way stop signs.  He stated looking at 
increasing enforcement and waiting for traffic calming incentives is initial means in 
terms of pedestrian traffic generators and how they all interact. 
 
Commissioner Eichenberger asked about alternating stop signs and was looking for 
studies on driver anticipation.  Jill responded that she thinks it may have to do with the 
crash rate but would have to look into it. 
 
The discussion continued with the Commission about Mann school boundaries, the safe 
walk route map, and how many students come to the school from the east.   
 
Commissioner Stewart spoke about his views on rolling stops along Fillmore and thinks 
that speed humps or bumps might work.   
 
Commission Gillespie asked if there was concern that stop signs would hinder traffic or 
be detrimental and Jill responded no, because it’s not like the traffic situation on 
Washington, Harrison, or Jackson.    
 
The floor was opened to public testimony. 
 
Mary Rinder of 923 N. Grove stated she has lived in the Village 29 years and never 
heard a crash on Grove but hears a lot of near misses on Oak Park Ave or Division.  
Ms. Rinder thinks the number of stop signs really increased and thinks the only time 
traffic is an issue is when Oak Park Ave. is undergoing street maintenance work.  She 
thinks all-way stop signs will not work and will cause more pollution and congestion.    
 
John McIlwain of 1046 N Grove stated he’s lived on the southeast corner of Grove and 
Berkshire for 19 years and supports the all-way stop signs.  Mr. McIlwain stated there is 
a speeding problem, especially when Oak Park Ave was being resurfaced and there are 
lots of kids in the area.   
 
Ryan Monroe of 1031 N. Grove stated he has two young kids and agrees there are lots 
of kids on his block and has witnessed speeding.  Mr. Monroe supports the installation 
of all-way stop signs.    
 
Craig Johnston of 1015 N Grove stated he has two kids and sees lots of kids outside in 
the street on skateboards or bikes.  Mr. Johnston is in favor of the all-way stop signs 
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and said work on Oak Park Ave increased traffic a lot and people used Berkshire as a 
cut-through.   
 
Jim Houston of 1007 N Grove stated that he sympathizes with parents with young kids 
and that 30 years ago it was five kids on the block and now it seems closer to 50.  Mr. 
Houston said there are lots of drivers frustrated with Oak Park traffic and use Grove or 
Kenilworth to speed up to Division or Greenfield.  He feels the Village should be more 
cautious and should reconsider installing the all-way stop signs or use reverse stop 
signs as an alternate.   
 
Public Testimony was closed out. 
 
Jill Juliano stated the Village received 11 letters as written testimony with ten letters in 
support of all-way stop signs and one letter was unsure.  Jill then used a chart to 
illustrate points for and against installing all-way stop signs.  Copies of the written public 
testimony are attached to the back of these minutes. 
 
Commissioner Stewart stated he hears residents saying that traffic uses streets to 
bypass Oak Park Ave traffic.  He doesn’t think stop signs will address this issue and 
there should be other alternatives to address the issue. 
 
Commissioner Gillespie stated he doesn’t think they can be convinced stop signs are 
not a good idea.  He also thinks alternating stop signs are a little confusing and doesn’t 
like over-signage.  However, Commissioner Gillespie thinks stop signs should be 
installed and doesn’t think speed between blocks will increase.   
 
Commissioner Patzloff stated that he wonders if signs will address the problem with 
Grove being parallel to Oak Park Ave. but sympathizes with the residents.  He stated 
the toolbox will take a year or more but petition needs action sooner.  Commissioner 
Patzloff also thinks signs will help safety on the street but is torn which way to go.     
 
Commissioner Eichenberger agreed with Commissioner Gillespie and stated the biggest 
concern is how to get pedestrians to pay attention.  He also stated that he thinks 
crosswalks at the intersection will help but understands reasons for not installing stop 
signs. However, stop signs are easiest way to get drivers vigilant.  
 
Chair Chalabian stated he understands where residents are coming from and that the 
quickest solution is to add stop signs.  He spoke about full, rolling, and partial stopping 
traffic.  Chair Chalabian went on to say that residents are looking for a solution and that 
he supports the all-way stop signs and gave his reasons why.  He thinks the walking 
routes are fatality flawed and not working and mentioned again that residents are 
looking for the quickest route. 
 
Commissioner Gillespie motioned to approve all-way stop signs at Berkshire and Grove 
with consideration that there may be other alternative traffic calming strategies that 
could better address speeding and should be implemented, and to install continental 
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crosswalks on all four approaches at Berkshire and Grove.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Eichenberger. 
 
 The voice vote was as follows: 
 
Ayes: Chalabian, Gillespie, Patzloff, Eichenberger  
 
Nays: Stewart 
 
The motion passed four to one. 
 
CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT OF A TRAFFIC CALMING TOOLBOX 
 
Mike Koperniak gave a presentation on continuing the development of a traffic calming 
toolbox beginning with background information on the Commission’s progress.  The 
objective at the meeting is to review the draft scoring system developed in previous 
sessions compared to the petitions that have been submitted and reviewed by the 
Transportation Commission in recent years.  The presentation went over the scoring 
points for each measure to see if the Commission wished to refine the points granted 
based on the particular measure.   
 
A discussion took place about scoring for negative support, accepted level of resident 
response in and out of the petition zone, and various possible scenarios for scoring.  
 
Mike Koperniak also went over the two scoring tables for 51% and 75% of signed 
petitions. 
 
The discussion among the Commission then turned to Mike’s table that broke down the 
criteria detail for each of the measures.  The Commission discussed how to score 
crashes based on the minimum or maximum number of crashes.  It was decided based 
on the number of crashes in 36 month periods that 1-3 crashes would earn 5 points, 4-6 
crashes would earn 10 points, and 7 and above would earn a maximum of 15 points 
with an additional 5 points earned if a pedestrian or cyclist was involved in the crash.  
The Commission agreed the scoring for vehicle speed was okay. 
 
Jill Juliano spoke briefly about data collected on streets for vehicle volume and how 
measurements are only for residential streets.  The Commission continued discussing 
adjusting scoring for vehicle volume and felt numbers are too high for residential streets 
and that they should come back to this after looking at more data. 
 
The Commission determined scoring for Pedestrian Traffic Generators and Bike 
Route/Non-Bike Routes were okay and the scoring for Community Interest was 
previously discussed.   
 
Mike Koperniak continued the discussion looking over the scoring example for the all-
way stop signs at Thomas and Lombard where the total points after scoring was 46.  
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Mike suggested when changing Crash History and rescoring other examples that the 
scoring would change.   
 
Commission Gillespie asked about the scoring example for the traffic calming device on 
the 1200 block of Woodbine and if churches, parks, and schools for example, were 
taken into consideration.  Chair Chalabian responded about what is in the area and 
other scenarios in other parts of the Village including Highland and Roosevelt and a 
night club present on the Berwyn side. Mike Koperniak stated they can look at the 
Vehicle Volumes and will plug in the information at the next week. 
 
Mike stated that the meeting in September will be on the Y2, Y3, and Y4 zone study and 
the Commission’s work plan is due in October.  The October meeting may be on the 
stop sign petition received for Monroe and Wenonah.  Chair Chalabian suggested 
following up on the toolbox at the meeting in October to get it finished this year.  
 
Commissioner Patzloff motioned to adjourn the meeting and the motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Stewart.   
 
 The voice vote was unanimous to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 PM. 
 
Respectively submitted 
 

Mary Avinger 
Mary Avinger, 
Administrative Secretary 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Chan, James L. <jimchan@uic.edu>
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 3:17 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: stop sign at Grove/Berkshire

Dear Ms. Juliano, 
   I support making the Grove/Berkshire intersection "all-way stop" 
primarily because of the pedestrian traffic to/from Mann School one block away. Thank you for the 
consideration. 
 
James and Susy Chan 
941 North Grove Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Juliano, Jill
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2016 5:37 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: FW: Petition for 4-way stop signs at Berkshire and Grove

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 1:43 PM
To: Juliano, Jill 
Subject: Re: Petition for 4-way stop signs at Berkshire and Grove 

Hello,

Thank you for sending the letter regarding the upcoming meeting to discuss this petition. I cannot attend but
would like to provide my comments.

While I agree that something needs to change at this intersection, I am concerned about the false sense of
security provided by a 4 way stop, especially with Mann School and Field Park only one block away where many
young children and distracted families on foot and bicycle frequent. I have lived very close to this intersection
for more than a decade and am home during the day, so have had concerns and observed what happens
there. It seems to be an issue of behavior more than signage; namely:
Failure to yield, let alone stop, at the eastbound stop sign on Berkshire. This happens regularly but

particularly around 8am during school days, suggesting the offenders are parents who just dropped their
children at Mann School and are hurrying elsewhere, and/or local residents trying to quickly get through the
increased volume of traffic. This is a behavior issue, not a signage one local parents and residents should be
well aware that this stop sign exists.
'Peeling out' from the (mostly) eastbound stop sign, presumably from frustration that nearly every preceding

block on Berkshire has a stop sign despite relatively little vehicular, bicycle and foot traffic at each of those
intersections. While it is crucial that drivers stop for others at intersections, I can understand the frustration
with stopping every few hundred yards when it does not seem warranted and my own experience as a local
driver is that there seldom is traffic at most of these except for when school is starting and ending. This is also a
behavior issue that signage is unlikely to change.
Numerous screeches, honks and close calls when east/westbound vehicles fail to remain stopped until

north/southbound cars pass, suggesting the drivers are ignoring the 'Cross Traffic Does Not Stop' signs on
Berkshire. Again, a driver behavior issue, since the signage is already there but ignored.
Honks and close calls when north/southbound drivers imagine there is a stop sign, or yield to stopped vehicles,

which leads to confusion as to who then takes the right of way. Driver issue again, not signage.
Speeding north and southbound on Grove Ave. Our family has witnessed several accidents related to this over

the years. Stop signs would reduce the speeding issue, presumably though I would not be surprised to see
some of the above issues persist or increase going north/south based on what already occurs with the east
west stop sign.

The behavior I observe and mention above suggests that a four way stop is not a panacea the issue often is
driver behavior that includes a failure to observe the signage that is (or is not) already there. The only issue
above that might change is the north/southbound speeding. My own experience at the 4 way stop at
Kenilworth and Division shows that drivers don't always respect a four way stop either. Kids and adults can
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easily presume that drivers will obey all signs and become lax about looking at the situation. A 4 way stop gives
this sense of trust but I am skeptical that drivers will actually change much, which is a concern. Pedestrians
currently are quite careful at this intersection, which they need to be and should continue to be even if stop
signs are added.

As transportation professionals, you may have other suggestions based on similar situations painted
crosswalks? Other speed control measures on Grove? All this said, I have no issue with the 4 way stop if you
believe it is the best option to actually change driver behavior for the better.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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Juliano, Jill

From: Karen Lareau Patel <karen_lareau@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2016 3:48 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Cc: Sanjay Yahoo Patel
Subject: Support for all-way stop sign at Grove and Berkshire

Hi Jill - We'd like to thank the village for its consideration of the petition to upgrade to all way stop signs at the intersection of 

Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue.  We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately are unable to attend the hearing in 

person.  We would like the village to consider the following points in its consideration:
 
1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, we had 100% agreement/support from 
those we were able to connect with in person. We're sure we'd be able to find additional support if that's a factor in the 
decision. 
 
2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over the past five 
years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous given the speeds at which people are driving on Grove.  We have witnessed 
significant high speeds during times when children are present on the block.  The main issue, in our opinion, is that drivers 
are using Grove to speed up to North Avenue since Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. We've personally 
witnessed drivers driving over 50 miles per hour. 
 
3. This intersection is very close to both Mann school and the Julian bus stop at that corner.  We need as much help as we 
can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking across that intersection. 
 
We're sure the village has many factors in its decision, but we think this is a serious safety issue for our children.  We would 
encourage the decision makers to consider our input above and the ones submitted in our application -- and move forward 
with the all-way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to improve safety!  
 
Karen Lareau and Sanjay Patel 
homeowners, 1034 N. Grove Ave. 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Rachel Caskey <rncaskey@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2016 4:23 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Cc: Erich Krumrei
Subject: stop sign petition

Jill 
 

My husband, Erich Krumrei, and I would like to thank the village for its consideration of the petition to upgrade to all-way 
stop signs at the intersection of Berkshire Street and N. Grove Avenue.  We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately, 
we are unable to attend the hearing in person as we are out of town.  We would like the village to consider the following 
points in its consideration: 
 
1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, we had 100% agreement/support from 
those we were able to connect with in person. We're sure we'd be able to find additional support if that's a factor in the 
decision. 
 
2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over the past five 
years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous given the speeds at which people are driving on Grove.  We have witnessed 
driving speeds in excess of 65 miles per hour during times when children are present on the block.  The main issue, in our 
opinion, is that drivers are using Grove to speed up to North Avenue because Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. 
 
3. This intersection is very close to both Horace Mann school and a Julian Middle school bus stop at the corner of Grove 
and Berkshire.  We need as much help as we can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking 
across that intersection. 
 
The village has to manage a number of factors when deciding to install a stop sign  but we feel the safety of our children 
should be paramount.  We would encourage the decision makers to consider our input and move forward with the all-way 
stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to improve safety!  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rachel Caskey and Erick Krumrei 
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Juliano, Jill

From: rdkcj@aol.com
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 9:17 AM
To: Juliano, Jill; jack.french@usafp.us
Subject: Stop Sign at Berkshire and Grove

Hi Jill - We'd like to thank the village for its consideration of the petition to upgrade to all way stop signs at the intersection of 
Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue.  We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately are unable to attend the hearing in 
person.  We would like the village to consider the following points in its consideration:  
 
1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, we had 100% agreement/support from 
those we were able to connect with in person. We're sure we'd be able to find additional support if that's a factor in the 
decision. 
 
2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over the past five 
years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous given the speeds at which people are driving on Grove.  We have witnessed 
significant high speeds during times when children are present on the block.  The main issue, in our opinion, is that drivers 
are using Grove to speed up to North Avenue since Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. We've personally 
witnessed drivers driving over 50 miles per hour. 
 
3. This intersection is very close to both Mann school and the Julian bus stop at that corner.  We need as much help as we 
can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking across that intersection. 
 
We're sure the village has many factors in its decision, but we think this is a serious safety issue for our children.  We would 
encourage the decision makers to consider our input above and the ones submitted in our application -- and move forward 
with the all-way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to improve safety!  
  
Kind Regards, 
Candace and John French 
1014 N. Grove Ave. 
708-383-7293 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Jennifer Stratman <jennifer@stratmanpartners.com>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 10:47 AM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: Intersection of Berkshire and Grove

Jennifer W. Stratman 

141W Jackson Boulevard
Suite 4010
Chicago, IL 60604
Office (312) 658 1377
Mobile (708) 870 4785

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, 
Outlo ok prevented au tomatic download  of this picture from the  
In ternet.

Virus-free. www.avast.com  
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Juliano, Jill

From: Michele Silvetti-Schmitt <MSilvetti-Schmitt@HBRA-ARCH.com>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 1:32 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Cc: Family Silvetti-Schmitt
Subject: Stop Sign Request for Grove and Berkshire intersection

Importance: High

Dear Jill –  
 
Unfortunately we are unable to attend this evening’s meeting, as we have conflicting parent meetings at both Julian and 
OPRFHS.   
We would however like to show our support for the stop-sign petition at our street corner.  We'd like to thank the village for 
its consideration of the petition to upgrade to all way stop signs at the intersection of Berkshire Street and Grove 
Avenue.  We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately are unable to attend the hearing in person.  We would like the 
village to consider the following points in its consideration:
 
1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, we had 100% agreement/support from 
those we were able to connect with in person. We're sure we'd be able to find additional support if that's a factor in the 
decision. 
 
2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over the past five 
years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous given the speeds at which people are driving on Grove.  We have witnessed 
significant high speeds during times when children are present on the block.  The main issue, in our opinion, is that drivers 
are using Grove to speed up to North Avenue since Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. We've personally 
witnessed drivers driving over 50 miles per hour. 
 
3. This intersection is very close to both Mann school and the Julian bus stop at that corner.  We need as much help as we 
can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking across that intersection. 
 
We're sure the village has many factors in its decision, but we think this is a serious safety issue for our children.  We would 
encourage the decision makers to consider our input above and the ones submitted in our application -- and move forward 
with the all-way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to improve safety!  
 
Michele and Jochen Silvetti-Schmitt 
with children  
Antony and Aubrey Silvetti-Schmitt 
 
1011 N. Grove Ave, 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
 
e-mail: family@silvettischmitt.net 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Laurie Bunkers <lbunks@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 3:02 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: Berkshire & Grove Stop sign

Hi Jill - We'd like to thank the village for its consideration of the petition to 
upgrade to all way stop signs at the intersection of Berkshire Street and Grove 
Avenue.  We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately are unable to attend 
the hearing in person.  We would like the village to consider the following points in 
its consideration: 

1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, 
we had 100% agreement/support from those we were able to connect with in 
person. We're sure we'd be able to find additional support if that's a factor in the 
decision.

2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number 
of small children over the past five years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous 
given the speeds at which people are driving on Grove.  We have witnessed 
significant high speeds during times when children are present on the block.  The 
main issue, in our opinion, is that drivers are using Grove to speed up to North 
Avenue since Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. We've personally 
witnessed drivers driving over 50 miles per hour. 

3. This intersection is very close to both Mann school and the Julian bus stop at that 
corner.  We need as much help as we can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with 
the amount of children walking across that intersection. 

We're sure the village has many factors in its decision, but we think this is a serious 
safety issue for our children.  We would encourage the decision makers to consider 
our input above and the ones submitted in our application -- and move forward with 
the all-way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to improve safety!  

Bill and Laurie Bunkers 

1017 N Grove Ave 
Oak Park Il 60302 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Jessica L. Malmquist <jlmalmquist@goddardlaw.com>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 3:26 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: Stop Sign at Grove & Berkshire

Dear Jill,

I would like to thank the Village for its consideration of the petition to upgrade to all way stop signs at the
intersection of Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue. We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately are
unable to attend the hearing in person due to the late nature of the notice. I cannot tell you strongly enough
how much we need four way stop at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire. Please consider:

1. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over the
past five years. We have two four year old’s and it has become It increasingly dangerous and increasingly
common to have people drive down Grove, presumably to avoid the traffic on Oak Park, at extremely high
speeds. Not only are high speeds more common than not, there is often no more than a cursory slow down at
the no existing stop sign. I have personally witnesses speeds in excess of 50 mph and almost been clipped by
speeding cars more than once. It is difficult to even contemplate allowing out children play out front with the
other many, many children on the block with the current speeding situation.

2. This intersection of Grove and Berkshire is half a block from Horace Mann school and the location of the
Julian bus stop.

Please help us keep the driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking across this intersection
and living on the adjacent blocks.

Although I am sure the Village has many factors in its decision, but we think this is a serious safety issue for my
children and all the children in the area, attending Horace Mann, and using the Julien bus stop. I would
encourage the Village to consider my input, and those of the many other family who support this petition, and
move forward with the all way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to improve safety!

Jessica L. Malmquist
1015 N Grove Ave
Oak Park, IL 60302

Jessica L. Malmquist 
Attorney, Collaborative Law Fellow & Mediator 
Goddard & Malmquist 
1250 South Grove Avenue 
Suite 101 
Barrington, IL 60010 
847-382-3995 
F: 847-382-4038 
jlmalmquist@goddardlaw.com 
www.goddardlaw.com 
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NOTICE REGARDING CONFIDENTIALITY

This message is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and contains information
which is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message
is not the intended recipient, (or authorized to act on behalf of the intended recipient), you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying or distribution of the information contained herein is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by return e mail and delete the original
message from your email system. Thank you.
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Juliano, Jill

From: Pasquale Di Rico <prdirico@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 3:52 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: Petition Stop Sign - Bershire St Grove Ave

Mrs. Juliano,

In regards to petition for all way stop signs at the intersection of Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue, we support this 
petition. Unfortunately we are unable to attend the hearing in person.  We would like the village to consider the following 
points in its consideration:
 
1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, we had 100% agreement/support from 
those we were able to connect with in person. We're sure we'd be able to find additional support if that's a factor in the 
decision. 
 
2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over the past five 
years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous given the speeds at which people are driving on Grove.  We have witnessed 
significant high speeds during times when children are present on the block.  The main issue, in our opinion, is that drivers 
are using Grove to speed up to North Avenue since Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. We've personally 
witnessed drivers driving over 50 miles per hour. 
 
3. This intersection is very close to both Mann school and the Julian bus stop at that corner.  We need as much help as we 
can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking across that intersection. 
 
Thank you for watching for our children's safety.  We would encourage the decision makers to consider our input above and 
the ones submitted in our application -- and move forward with the all-way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and 
Berkshire. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Pasquale & Patricia Di Rico 
1026 N. Grove Ave. 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
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Juliano, Jill

From: SBC <n_turley@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 4:37 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: Stop sign support

Hi Jill - We'd like to thank the village for its consideration of the petition to upgrade to all way stop signs at 
the intersection of Berkshire Street and Grove Avenue.  We strongly support this petition but, unfortunately 
are unable to attend the hearing in person.  We would like the village to consider the following points in its 
consideration:
 
1. We have overwhelming support by the owners of the applicable blocks.  In fact, we had 100% 
agreement/support from those we were able to connect with in person. We're sure we'd be able to find 
additional support if that's a factor in the decision. 
 
2. The homes on the impacted blocks have had a significant increase in the number of small children over 
the past five years.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous given the speeds at which people are driving on 
Grove.  We have witnessed significant high speeds during times when children are present on the 
block.  The main issue, in our opinion, is that drivers are using Grove to speed up to North Avenue since 
Grove has less traffic than Oak Park Avenue. We've personally witnessed drivers driving over 50 miles per 
hour. 
 
3. This intersection is very close to both Mann school and the Julian bus stop at that corner.  We need as 
much help as we can keeping driving speeds to safe limits with the amount of children walking across that 
intersection. 
 
We're sure the village has many factors in its decision, but we think this is a serious safety issue for our 
children.  We would encourage the decision makers to consider our input above and the ones submitted in 
our application -- and move forward with the all-way stop signs at the intersection of Grove and Berkshire to 
improve safety!  
 
Nicole Turley 
1042 N. Grove Ave 
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APPROVED Meeting Minutes 
Transportation Commission 

Monday, November 28, 2016 
Council Chambers – Village Hall 

 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
With only four members present minus the Chair, Commissioner Chesney motioned to 
make Commissioner Stewart Chair Pro Tem until Chair Chalabian arrived at the 
meeting.  Commissioner Eichenberger seconded the motion and the voice vote was 
unanimous.  
 
Chair Pro Tem Mike Stewart called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM. 
 
Present: Jack Chalabian, Kyle Eichenberger, Michael Stewart, Mark Patzloff, James 

Thompson, Craig Chesney 
 
Excused: Joel Schoenmeyer  
 
Staff: Bill McKenna, Mike Koperniak, Jill Juliano, Mary Avinger   
 
There was no non-agenda public testimony. 
 
Approval of Tonight's Meeting Agenda 
 
 Commissioner Eichenberger motioned to approve the agenda as presented and was 
seconded by Commissioner Patzloff.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Approval of the Draft September 26, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

Commissioner Thompson motioned to approve the draft October 24, 2016, 
Transportation Commission meeting minutes as modified and was seconded by 
Commissioner Eichenberger.  The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
REVIEW PETITION FOR INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICE ON THE 
1200 BLOCK OF NORTH EAST AVENUE 
 
Jill Juliano gave a presentation reviewing the history for installation of a traffic calming 
device on the 1200 block of North East Ave.  The presentation included aerial views of 
the intersection and block and information on various traffic calming devices along the 
1200 blocks along North Ave.  Ms. Juliano went over vehicle speed and volume data 
collected for the 1200 block of North East and adjacent areas.  Jill also presented 
comparisons between this block and the 1200 block of Woodbine.  Ms. Juliano stated it 
is staff’s recommendation to implement either a mid-block pinch-point (choker) or 
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Bill McKenna spoke about alley petitions and Jill Juliano explained the petition timeline, 
the delay with the traffic calming toolbox, and stated that due to time it was decided to 
push this item along.  
 
Chair Chalabian spoke about the petition process and the Village Board’s views on cul-
de-sacs and traffic calming devices.  
 
Bill McKenna spoke about reasons for installing speed tables and diverters on 
Woodbine and what staff can do to recommend them to the Village Board.   
 
A discussion took place about speed tables on Woodbine and effects on Fire and Public 
Works.  The discussion continued about speed tables on the 200 block of south East 
Ave as well as what can be done and what to recommend to the Village Board.   
 
Commissioner Stewart motioned to recommend change to revise Parking and Traffic 
policy to include speed tables along border streets.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Eichenberger.  The voice vote was as follows:  
Ayes: Chalabian, Patzloff, Eichenberger, Stewart, Thompson, Chalabian 
Nays: None 
 
The motion passed six to zero. 
 
Commissioner Chesney motioned to 1. Install bump-outs at the alley, 2. Install a speed 
table mid-block, 3. Complete a speed study on the 1200 block of Linden and after a six 
month study install temporary traffic calming devices, and 4. Do speed counts in alleys 
adjacent to the 1200 block of north East Ave.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Thompson.  The voice vote was as follows: 
Ayes: Chesney, Stewart, Eichenberger, Patzloff, Thompson, Chalabian 
Nays: None 
 
The motion passed six to zero.   
 
DETERMINE TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICE TO BE TESTED ON 
GROVE AVENUE NEAR BERKSHIRE STREET(PER VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEE 
DIRECTION) 
     
Jill Juliano gave a presentation that included background information on determining a 
temporary traffic calming device to be tested on Grove Ave. near Berkshire Street, per 
the Village Board of trustee direction.  The presentation included a summary of 
testimony and a letter of explanation for the petition, an aerial view of the intersection 
and surrounding area, and comparison traffic study data for the 1200 block of 
Woodbine.  Jill stated staff is considering one of two traffic calming measures; either 
bump-outs on Grove at the crosswalks north and south of Berkshire or two pinch-points 
(or medians) on the 900 and 1000 blocks of north Grove. 
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Chair Chalabian stated motorists don’t know that they are required to stop when there 
are pedestrians in crosswalk. 
 
A discussion took place between the Commission, Bill McKenna, and Jill Juliano about 
speed bumps/tables on interior streets of the Village, the effects of geometric changes 
on vehicle traffic, and the costs of various physical traffic control devices like diverters, 
chokers, bump-outs and who should pay those costs.  The discussion continued about 
bike-friendly solutions to bump-outs, stop in pavement for pedestrians versus chokers, 
costs of traffic control devices and traffic calming devices. 
 
The floor was opened to public testimony.  
 
Mary Rinder of 923 N Grove spoke about being against installing a stop sign and spoke 
about how more enforcement is needed in the area.    
 
Public testimony was closed out.  
 
The discussion continued about chokers versus bump-outs. 
 
Commission Thompson motioned to direct staff to come back with bike-friendly bump-
out opportunities designs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stewart.  The 
voice vote was as follows:  
Ayes: Chesney, Stewart, Eichenberger, Thompson 
Nays: Chalabian 
Abstain: Patzloff   
 
The motion passed four in favor, one against, and one abstention.   
 
Commissioner Patzloff motioned to adjourn the meeting and the motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Stewart.   
 
 The voice vote was unanimous to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 PM. 
 
Respectively submitted 
 

Mary Avinger 
Mary Avinger, 
Administrative Secretary 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Jonathan Littman <jhwlittman@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 03, 2017 1:32 PM
To: Transportation
Subject: grove ave and berkshire street intersection input

We live at 1000 N Kenilworth Ave, a half block frrom the Grove-Berkshire intersection; our house faces 
Berkshire St. 
We feel strongly that a FOUR WAY STOP SIGN at that intersection would be the safest traffic directing 
method as this intersection is very close to the Mann Elementary School one block away on Kenilworth and 
is also the intersection where the school bus picks up and drops off neighborhood children attending Julian 
Middle School.  
Thank you for inviting our opinion. Sorry we can’t attend the Oct 9th meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Littman 
Audrey L. Strode 
1000 N. Kenilworth 
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Juliano, Jill

From: Melba Lara <melbal@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 03, 2017 10:22 PM
To: Transportation
Subject: Traffic calming GROVE/Berkshire

Dear members of the village of Oak Park Transportation Commission, 

First I want to thank you all -- including engineer Jill Juliano -- for your commitment to making Oak Park and 
specifically our neighborhood near Grove Avenue and Berkshire safer for pedestrians and motorists alike. 

Since I moved into this beautiful community, I have witnessed the dedication of transportation staff to improving 
Oak Park's neighborhoods for residents.  I am encouraged by the prudent use of tax dollars and the thoughtful 
planning that I've seen demonstrated in the time I have lived here.  I am heartened by the way this commission 
has been open to listening to the concerns of Oak Park's residents. 

It is for that reason that I am strongly opposed to the traffic calming 'bump outs' that were temporarily installed 
on Grove and Berkshire and hope they do not return. I am in favor of a four way stop at Grove and Berkshire. 

Briefly, in my opinion 

1) The bump outs negatively impact the aesthetics of the neighborhood.  They give the streets the appearance of 
never ending construction and detract from the beauty of the area. These particular bump outs made me very 
concerned about their impact on potentially lowering property values because of their objectionable 
appearance.  We already pay some of the highest property taxes in Oak Park in this neighborhood and object to 
having our homes devalued because of this. 

3)  From my own observations, I did not see any reduction in speed of cars going through the intersection at all 
because of the bump outs.  Drivers routinely drove through the intersection down Grove without much slowing 
down regardless of the time of day.    

4) Shortly before they were removed, I noticed a number of the bump outs were damaged or broken.  Long term 
that will mean significant costs for maintaining and replacing them which could be better spent on other options. 

5) I do support other options for traffic calming that a) cost less b) look aesthetically pleasing c) and are more 
effective. 

The residents have petitioned Oak Park for a 4 way stop and have been patient while other traffic calming 
measures have been tested.   

I understand that the estimated cost to install stop signs is around $2000.  That amount seems more than worth it 
to keep the children attending Mann elementary safe heading to and from school and for the safety of all residents 
and visitors to our beautiful neighborhood. 

Thank you again for attention to this matter.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

Sincerely,

Melba Lara 
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Engineering
Division

Filename:  2016 Agendas\0816-1\5 - All-Way STOP Signs on Grove at Berkshire PF 1339\0816-1-5.XX Volumes & Speeds.dc

Directional Vehicle Volumes and Speeds
on the 900 & 1000 blocks of N Grove Ave
and the 800 & 830 blocks of Berkshire St

Traffic data was collected on
Thursday, June 2, 2016.

XXX (YY mph) - Volume (85th Percentile Speed)
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Filename:  2017 Agendas\1017-1\5 - Berkshire & Grove Review PF 1339\1017-1-5.7 Volumes & Speeds TU.dc

Directional Vehicle Volumes and Speeds
on the 900 & 1000 blocks of N Grove Ave
and the 800 & 830 blocks of Berkshire St

Traffic data was collected on
Tuesday, May 23, 2017.

XXX (YY mph) - Volume (85th Percentile Speed)
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Engineering
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Filename:  2017 Agendas\1017-1\5 - Berkshire & Grove Review PF 1339\1017-1-5.7 Volumes & Speeds WED.dc

Directional Vehicle Volumes and Speeds
on the 900 & 1000 blocks of N Grove Ave
and the 800 & 830 blocks of Berkshire St

Traffic data was collected on
Wednesday, May 24, 2017.

XXX (YY mph) - Volume (85th Percentile Speed)
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Filename:  2017 Agendas\1017-1\5 - Berkshire & Grove Review PF 1339\1017-1-5.7 Volumes & Speeds TH.dc

Directional Vehicle Volumes and Speeds
on the 900 & 1000 blocks of N Grove Ave
and the 800 & 830 blocks of Berkshire St

Traffic data was collected on
Thursday, May 25, 2017.

XXX (YY mph) - Volume (85th Percentile Speed)
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Filename:  2017 Agendas\1017-1\5 - Berkshire & Grove Review PF 1339\1017-1-5.7 Peds & Bikes TH AM.dc

Pedestrian, Bicycles and Vehicle Volumes 
on the 900 & 1000 blocks of N Grove Ave
and the 800 & 830 blocks of Berkshire St

Traffic data was collected on
Thursday, May 25, 2017.
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Engineering
Division

Filename:  2017 Agendas\1017-1\5 - Berkshire & Grove Review PF 1339\1017-1-5.7 Peds & Bikes TH PM.dc

Pedestrian, Bicycles and Vehicle Volumes 
on the 900 & 1000 blocks of N Grove Ave
and the 800 & 830 blocks of Berkshire St

Traffic data was collected on
Thursday, May 25, 2017.
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SYMBOLS TYPES OF COLLISIONS

VILLAGE OF OAK PARK
COLLISION DIAGRAM

Grove Avenue
36 Months

JAJ
July 2013 June 2016

2016 = 1

2013 = 0

Berkshire St

2014 = 0

August 18, 2016

HISTORICAL DATA - JAN 1995 - DEC 1997

1995 - 1997 # OF CRASHES = 4,  ADT = 2,123

CRITICAL CRASH RATE = 0.686 Acc/MEV
1997 CRASH RATE= 1.72 Acc/MEV

UNCONTROLLED INTERSECTION 12/31/1997

2016 CRASH RATE = 0.492 Acc/MEV

2015 = 0

G
ro

ve
 A

ve

2013 - 2016 # OF CRASHES = 1,  ADT = 1,857

Berkshire Street

EAST-WEST STOP CONTROLS INSTALLED 11/04/1998

04/03/16 15:55
Clear - Dry
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SYMBOLS TYPES OF COLLISIONS

VILLAGE OF OAK PARK
COLLISION DIAGRAM

Grove Avenue
36 Months

JAJ
September 2014 August 2017

Berkshire St

October 3, 2017

HISTORICAL DATA - JAN 1995 - DEC 1997

1995 - 1997 # OF CRASHES = 4,  ADT = 2,123

CRITICAL CRASH RATE = 0.686 Acc/MEV
1997 CRASH RATE= 1.72 Acc/MEV

UNCONTROLLED INTERSECTION 12/31/1997

2017 CRASH RATE = 0.449 Acc/MEV

G
ro

ve
 A

ve

2013 - 2017 # OF CRASHES = 1,  ADT = 2,033

Berkshire Street

EAST-WEST STOP CONTROLS INSTALLED 11/04/1998

04/03/16 15:55
Clear - Dry

2017 = 0

2015 = 0
2016 = 1

2014 = 0
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 September 27, 2017 
 
TO: RESIDENTS OF THE 900 & 1000 BLOCKS OF NORTH GROVE AVE. 
 RESIDENTS OF THE 900 & 1000 BLOCKS OF NORTH KENILWORTH AVE. 
 RESIDENTS OF THE 900 & 1000 BLOCKS OF NORTH OAK PARK AVE. 
 RESIDENTS OF THE 800 & 827 BLOCKS OF BERKSHIRE ST. 
 RESIDENTS OF THE 800 & 827 BLOCKS OF DIVISION ST. 
 RESIDENTS OF THE 800 & 827 BLOCKS OF GREENFIELD ST. 
 
RE: REVIEW OF TRAFFIC DATA, POST-IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURE ON 

GROVE AVENUE ADJACENT TO BERKSHIRE STREET 
 
Dear Resident: 
 
The Village of Oak Park has collected data after the implementation of the temporary traffic 
calming measure (bump-outs on Grove Avenue, north and south of Berkshire Street).  This data 
along with the previously collected data will be brought back to the Transportation Commission 
to review the effectiveness of the temporary device on traffic at the intersection. 
 
The Transportation Commission is scheduled to review this item at its upcoming public meeting 
being held at 7:00 PM on Monday, October 9, 2017, in the Council Chambers of Village Hall. 
 
You are invited to attend this public meeting to give testimony. If you wish to comment but are 
unable to attend, you may submit your comments in writing to the undersigned by U.S. mail, by 
fax to (708) 434-1600, or by email at transportation@oak-park.us.  All comments must be 
received by Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at 5:00pm for inclusion in the Commission’s agenda. 
 
A copy of the Transportation Commission's agenda will be posted on the Village of Oak Park’s 
website (www.oak-park.us) on Thursday, October 5th for public review and inspection. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK 

Jill Juliano 
Jill Juliano, P.E. 
Transportation Engineer 
 
Public Works Center 
Village of Oak Park 
201 South Boulevard 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

Dec

Oct

Nov

U:\Parking_Traffic\P&T Documents\AIC Due Dates\Year 2017\2017 AIC due dates.xls

TC mtg.

TC mtg.

TC mtg.

holiday holiday

holiday TC mtg.

This is the October through December 2017 Transportation 
Commission meeting schedule as of October 9, 2017. 

 
Village Staff is meeting during the week of October 9th to 

review the future needs for one or two meetings per month. 
 

Results of the meeting will be shared with the Commission 
members by Friday, October 13th. 

 
Commission members will be polled as their availability for 

the proposed future meetings.
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