
Approved Meeting Minutes 
Transportation Commission 

Monday, April 22, 2013 
Council Chambers - Village Hall 

 
Call to Order and Roll Call 

 
Chair Jack Chalabian called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
Present: Andre Bonakdar, Jack Chalabian, Craig Chesney, Lee Lazar, Mark Patzloff, 

Michael Stewart. 
 

Excused: None 
 
Staff:  Jim Budrick, Mike Koperniak, Jill Juliano, Jill Velan, Tina Brown 
 
Non-Agenda Item Public Comments 
 

Commissioner Lazar mentioned that certain parking meters are non-operational.  
Vehicles are parking without having to pay and the Village is losing revenue at these 
locations. 
 
Agenda Approval 
 
 Commissioner Lazar motioned to approve tonight's meeting agenda as presented 
and Commissioner Stewart seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a 
unanimous voice vote 
 
Approval of the Draft February 25, 2013 Meeting Minutes  
 
 Commissioner Patzloff motioned to approve the January 28, 2013 Transportation 
Commission meeting minutes and Commissioner Stewart seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
PETITION TO INSTALL DAYTIME RESIDENT ONLY PERMIT PARKING IN FRONT 
OF 300-304 N GROVE AVE 

 
 
 Parking Restrictions Coordination Tina Brown gave a presentation regarding this 
petition.  The presentation included: a summary of the parking survey results, an 
analysis of if the survey results met the daytime permit parking guidelines, and a 
summary of public testimony. 
 
 Commission members questioned staff about the types of permit/non-permit 
daytime/nighttime parking restrictions on the block and in the area. 
 



 The floor was opened to public testimony. 
 
 Michelle Belton of 300 N Grove Avenue supports the petition.  She spoke about the 
parking restrictions on the block and explained how it changed from No Parking 8AM-
10AM to 2 Hour Parking. 
 
 Tom Hall of 304 N Grove Avenue supports the petition.  He spoke about the 2 Hour 
Parking restriction and the problems it has caused. 
 
 Thomas and Pauline Grippardo of 330 N Grove Avenue spoke about his narrow 
driveway and the challenges of getting his car out.  The wife also claims the parking 
restriction change to 2 Hour Parking has caused problems. 
 
 Eva Braun of 326 N Grove Avenue concurred with Mrs. Grippardo and 
recommended that the daytime resident permit parking be extended to cover the entire 
300 N Grove Avenue block. 
 
 Burton Anderson of 300 N Grove Avenue claimed that the petition should be for five 
parking spaces and not four. 
 
 Anna Cotto of 304 N Grove Avenue supports the petition and also spoke about the 
problems caused by the 2 Hour Parking restriction. 
 
 The floor was closed to public testimony. 
 
 Chair Chalabian asked Staff why the parking No Parking 8AM-10AM parking 
restriction was changed to a 2 Hour Parking restriction.  Staff responded that it did not 
know the reasons for the change. 
 
 The Commission discussed: the pros and cons of the petition, recommending to 
remove the 2 Hour parking restriction, if there was a parking problem only in front of the 
condo building or for the entire block, if the item should be tabled until the history behind 
the parking restriction change was presented, and the history of the Oak Park Avenue/ 
Ontario Street area-wide parking study from several years ago. 
 
 During the discussion, Commissioner Patzloff questioned Staff as to why there was 
only one signature on the petition.  Interim Parking Services Manager Jill Velan 
responded that the condominium association board signed for the entire building. 
 
 Commissioner Lazar made a motion to table the issue until the next meeting and 
have Staff report on the history of the parking restriction change from No Parking 8AM-
10AM to 2 Hour Parking and/or to install daytime resident permit parking.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Stewart. 
 
  
 The vote was as follows: 



 
AYES:  Lazar, Stewart, Chalabian 
 
NAYS: Bonakdar, Chesney, Patzloff 
 
 The motion failed in a 3 to 3 tie. 
 
 The Commission discussed the issue more. 
 
 Commissioner Chesney made a motion to table the issue until the next meeting and 
have Staff report on the history of the parking restriction change from No Parking 8AM-
10AM to 2 Hour Parking and/or to install daytime resident permit parking.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Patzloff. 
 
 The vote was as follows: 
 
AYES:  Lazar, Stewart, Chalabian, Chesney, Patzloff 
 
NAYS: Bonakdar 
 
 The motion passed 5 to 1. 
 
REVIEW OF PROPOSED JACKSON BOULEVARD BICYCLE STRIPING PLAN 
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS) 

 
 Transportation Engineer Jill Juliano gave presentation about the proposed Jackson 
Boulevard bicycle striping plan.  The presentation included an explanation of possible 
flat curb bump-outs and how they would work. 
 
 The Commission and Staff discussed the technical aspects of the flat curb bump-
outs. 
 
 The floor was opened to public testimony. 
 
 Liz Lemke of 733 S Grove Avenue said she was familiar with the Harlem/Jackson 
curve, was in favor of bike lanes on Jackson, indicated that Jackson has a speeding 
problem, claimed that the Staff's proposed plan doesn't adequately address the 
speeding problem, and suggested that Jackson be turned into a one-way street with 
dedicated bike lanes. 
 
 Joe Lyons of 949 N Harvey Avenue indicated that he likes the bump outs and bike 
lanes. 
 
 Mike O'Malley of 800 Wisconsin asked Staff to identify other location where the flat 
curb bump-outs are used.  Staff mentioned several locations and also indicated that 
colored pavement and bike lane markings would be used. 

















 
 Charlene Schwartz of 725 Wisconsin said that the existing curb bump-outs were 
installed to slow traffic, that the biggest problem is the volume of traffic, that the existing 
curb bump-outs prevent passing on the right, and that speeding is a problem. 
 
 David Germanski of 734 Wisconsin Avenue indicated that Jackson Boulevard is an 
alternate route to the I-290 expressway when the expressway is backed up. 
 
 Bill Sullivan of 825 Home Avenue said he concurs with the traffic problems and 
spoke about the cost and effort to install the existing curb bump-outs and how they have 
worked. 
 
 The floor was closed to public testimony. 
 
 Village Engineer Budrick indicated that the work on Jackson Boulevard would be 
performed in late summer or early fall. 
 
 The Commission discussed: the pros and cons of the existing curb bump-outs, the 
history of the proposed Jackson Boulevard bike lanes, discussed the pros and cons of 
the proposed flat curb bump-outs, the benefits of installing bike lanes on Jackson, the 
traffic conditions on Jackson, safety for the local residents, the financial impact of 
replacing one type of curb bump-out with another, vehicle / pedestrian / bicyclist 
priorities in the Comprehensive Plan, and the use of delineator markers in addition to 
the curb bump-outs. 
 
 Commissioner Stewart made a motion to approve the Staff plan and to add 
delineator markers where required.  Commissioner Lazar seconded the motion. 
 
 There was discussion about: the effectiveness of using delineator markers, weekend 
parking, and fiscal responsibility. 
 
 The vote was as follows: 
 
AYES:  Lazar, Stewart, Chalabian 
 
NAYS: Bonakdar, Chesney, Patzloff 
 
 The motion failed in a 3 to 3 tie. 
 
 Village Engineer Budrick indicated that the default plan is to install shared bike lanes 
as per the 2008 bicycle plan and to keep the existing curb bump-outs. 
 
 Commissioner Stewart made a motion to install dedicated bike lanes in between the 
curb bump-outs and to keep the existing curb bump-outs. 
 
  The vote was as follows: 



 
AYES:  Lazar, Stewart, Chalabian, Chesney, Patzloff 
 
NAYS: Bonakdar 
 
 The motion passed 5 to 1. 
 
REVIEW OF THE VILLAGE’S NO IDLING POLICY (WORK PLAN ITEM) 
 
 Transportation Engineer Juliano gave a presentation regarding the item including a 
short history of what actions have been taken by the Environment and Energy 
Commission. 
 
 Chair Chalabian mentioned the draft Anti-Idling ordinance did not go before the 
Village Board.  He stated that he does not want to do the same work twice. 
 
  The Commission debated on whether to develop a policy or a draft ordinance for 
adoption.  It was agreed that the Transportation Commission should work with the 
Environment and Energy Commission on the ordinance. 
 

Commissioner Lazar believes combining forces with the other Commission is the 
best way and they can share best practices on the issue. 
 
 Commissioner Stewart supports the ordinance and provided his reasons why. 
 
 Commissioner Patzloff expressed his concern if there is an ordinance will be 
enforced. 
 
 Commissioner Bonakdar supports the anti-idling ordinance, if mandated then there 
is enforceability. 
 
 The Commission discussed how it can support the EEC draft ordinance and bring it 
before the Village Board of Trustees. 
 
 Chair Chalabian said he would reach out to the Environment and Energy 
Commission regarding the issue.  There would be a brief update at the next 
Transportation Commission meeting.  
 
DISCUSSION ABOUT RESCHEDULING THE MAY 27TH MEETING 
 
 It was agreed by the Commission, the next Transportation Commission meeting 
would be held on Monday, June 10, 2013. 
 
 There being no further business, Commissioner Chesney motioned to adjourn and 
Commissioner Patzloff seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Juliano, Jill

From: LIZBETH J LEMKE [l-lemke@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 26, 2013 8:13 PM
To: Juliano, Jill
Subject: Comments re. bike lanes on Jackson Blvd.

Dear Jill,

I was unable to be at the transportation commission meeting last night, so I am sending 
this message to provide my comments, as a homeowner on Jackson Blvd., about the proposed 
bicycle lanes between Harlem and Oak Park Avenues.  As someone who lives on Jackson 
between Harlem and Oak Park Avenues, I am very familiar with the street and don't believe 
you will find vehicle parking on Jackson to be an impediment to bike lanes.  However, that
is not to say there isn't a problem, it's just that the problem isn't parking -- it's too 
much vehicular traffic (which likely is a reason residents along Jackson seldom park their
cars there).  

The best thing the village could do to encourage residents to utilize bike lanes on 
Jackson, and make installing them a worthwhile project, would be to 
simultaneously take steps to divert vehicular traffic away from Jackson.   You 
may not be aware that Jackson is routinely used by motorists to drive east or west across 
the village either en route to or en route from the Eisenhower expressway, rather than 
utilizing the expressway itself, or a more appropriate street like Madison, to drive from 
one side of the village to the other. 
 Jackson is entirely residential, with the exception of a few parks and schools, but the 
persistent vehicular traffic detracts from the residential character of the street and 
poses safety issues for bicycle riders.

During nice weather, I often sit on my front porch and have observed bicycle riders 
struggling with the traffic on Jackson.  For example, last summer I observed a group of 
four bicycle riders stop before proceeding around the curve just west of Oak Park Avenue 
in order to let a stream of cars pass by before they continued. Clearly, they were 
concerned about getting hit by a car while they cycled around the curve.  My children are 
older now, but if I was a parent of young children, I would not take them on a family bike
ride on Jackson, as there is too much traffic.  

Don't get me wrong -- I am in favor of bike lanes.  However, I am not in favor of the 
village continuing to let Jackson be used for motor vehicle traffic it clearly was not 
designed to handle and which detracts from its residential character, negatively affecting
home values.  I believe the installation of the bike lanes gives the village an 
opportunity to develop and implement plans to divert traffic away from Jackson.  
Personally, I like the idea of closing off Jackson at Harlem, thereby preventing Jackson 
from being used as a route to or from the Harlem exit/entrance to the expressway.  A park 
could be installed there, which would greatly enhance that section of Jackson, increase 
home values along Jackson, and facilitate the use of Jackson for bicycle riding.  (And 
whatever the village does, please remove or replace the ugly yellow-pole median divider on
the curve just east of Harlem -- it is an eyesore and a blight on the
neighborhood.) 

In summary, I think bike lanes on Jackson are a fine idea, and parking shouldn't be a 
problem.  However, taking steps to reduce traffic on Jackson probably is an essential 
ingredient in making the project worthwhile.  I encourage the village to take steps in 
conjunction with installing the bike lanes to reduce motor vehicle traffic on Jackson.  
Doing so will enhance residents' use and enjoyment of their properties along Jackson and 
help increase home values, in addition to facilitating the use of Jackson as a bicycle 
route. 

Thank you,

Liz Lemke
733 S. Grove Ave., O.P.
708-386-9330 or
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773-330-1604 (cell)













The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
 
Respectively submitted 
 
Jill Juliano, Transportation Engineer 




